Wolfring dacryops.
A unique series of 13 cases of ductal cysts of the accessory lacrimal glands of Wolfring is presented. Once appreciated, they are an easily recognized clinical entity. The 13 cases were verified histologically as arising from ductal epithelium. Biochemical analyses for serum and cyst fluid concentrations of IgA, IgG, and IgM were performed on three of the cases. Histologic staining of the cyst wall using monoclonal antibodies to immunoglobulins was performed on one case. All patients had evidence of extensive trachomatous scarring. High levels of IgA were found in the cyst fluid, consistent with an active secretory mechanism. Monoclonal antibody staining suggested a significant role for paraductal IgA-secreting plasma cells. The formation of a ductal cyst appears to require two successive, inter-related events. The first is an ongoing active secretory process, and the second is an occlusion of the duct. The sequential occurrence of these two events is forwarded as the explanation of dacryops formation. Excision using a conjunctival approach is recommended. A small strip of tarsal border should be removed with the cyst to prevent cyst rupture. The excretory ducts of the Wolfring glands exit through this area.